
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                  January 6, 2019 
  
EPIPHANY  OF  THE  LORD 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 68 [What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, my expectation of you is that you will make me 
more successful rather than make me more human.  With this 
expectation as a guide I look within for signs of your being present 
with me.  Anticipating that I will find experiences like strength, 
accomplishment and competence, I search for these but find 
them only occasionally, and then fleetingly.  What I do find are 
other experiences that I do not associate with you because they 
are so mundane and common, experiences like worry, doubt, 
insecurity, inadequacy, sadness, vulnerability, anxiety and fear.  I 
look on these as signs of my being on my own, and I expect you 
will remove them from me as part of your making me strong and 
successful.  If my expectation was that you would make me more 
human, I might see these common and mundane experiences as 
signs of your presence in that you would be helping me be aware 
of them. In this case I would know that you are always with me.  
Rather than looking to you to rid me of them, I could look to you 
not only to help me have them, but also to teach me how to use 
them and find value in them.  I desperately need to see things in 
this way that has you helping me be human. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 2:1-12 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 69 [O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 63 [As with Gladness Men of Old] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for January 13, 2019 
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 There is a sign-up for a Centering Prayer group to be held on 
Monday afternoons, at 1pm, at the church. 
 It is time to budget for 2019. There is a letter concerning this, 
as well as pledge cards, on the table in the coffee area.  Pledges 
may be placed in the offering plates on any Sunday or mailed to 
the church office.  Offering envelopes are on the table as well. 
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Epiphany - Matthew 2:1-12 (13-23) 
 The reading for Epiphany is always Matthew 2:1-12, the story of 
the visit of the three “wise men” to the Christ Child. The N.R.S.V. 
translation of this text offers “astrologers” as an alternative 
translation to “wise men,” a translation that makes sense when we 
realize that the star they were following is not something that 
appears in astronomy but is something that appears in astrology. In 
the astrological charts of the first century there was a conjunction 
of planets that indicated a significant event would take place. This 
conjunction of planets was the star the astrologers noticed and 
were tracking. 
 Matthew’s text is not history but theology, a statement about 
the significance of what the early church celebrated at Christmas. 
What would be the modern-day equivalent of this star/sign? What 
might we notice internally that would indicate something significant 
was about to occur in our life? What would be the internal sign we 
would follow and track to find that significant event? 
 My answer to this is to refer to what the church came to describe 
as Advent, the internal events that prepare us for the birth we 
celebrate at Christmas. In the time of life known as Advent, a 
thought or feeling intrudes into our awareness which we believe 
does not belong and we find ourselves unable to remove it from our 
awareness; we suffer the loss of our feeling at home in the normal 
life we live and spend some time trying to recover the sense of ease 
that has been lost; we fail to do so; and in the middle of that failure 
the insight is given to us that this is not a condition that needs to be 
corrected, but is actually a pregnancy that needs to be cared for 
until it brings to life what will repair the loss of ease. 
 These internal events are signs we can track by paying attention 
to them and where they take us. They will eventually take us to the 
significant event that is coming: the birth in us of a mind that does 
not moralize on us for being in the condition we are in, but rather 
welcomes and accepts us in our condition as a way to help us 
embrace it. If we acknowledge this mind and recognize the value of 
what it offers, this mind will appear in our ordinary life and help us 
understand the loss we have sustained. The appearance of this 
mind in our ordinary life is what Epiphany celebrates. 

[Jim Robie, 1-4-19] 
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The Day of Epiphany - Matthew 2:1-12 (13-23) 
 In the Church Year the day of Epiphany marks the end of the 
Season of Christmas and the beginning of a period of Ordinary 
Time. As the reading indicates, Epiphany is traditionally associated 
with the visit of the three “Wise Men” or Magi. And, the traditional 
understanding of Epiphany is that it represents the manifestation 
of Christ to the gentiles as represented by the Magi. 
 I have always thought of this understanding as “forced,” like an 
“evangelizing” point is being stated and emphasized by isolating 
the story of the visit of the Magi and then attaching a moral to it, 
something like “even those who do not share our religious 
convictions are attracted to what we believe, and therefore we are 
to ‘proselytize’ them.” I think it would be better, in the sense of 
having more integrity, to do as Matthew does, which is to make the 
story of the Magi part of the larger story of Herod. The story of the 
Magi provides an introduction to the primary story about Herod, 
and as such is a literary way for Matthew to make a theological 
statement about the significance of the birth celebrated at 
Christmas: that what was born is what Judaism considered the 
“Messiah.” To make the point, Matthew borrows prophecies from 
the Old Testament which he associates with the coming of the 
Messiah, and which he then weaves into the story of the Magi and 
the aftermath of their visit as noted in the following references to 
Matthew chapter two—2:6-7, 2:15, 2:17-18, and also 2:23. In other 
words, the prophecies came first and Matthew wrote the story to 
make his theological point by using the prophecies. Matthew was 
making his theological point in a way that fit his community (by 
quoting Jewish scriptures), just as Luke made the same point in a 
way that fit his community (the narrative about the angels and the 
shepherds). It is the same point: that the Messiah which Judaism 
anticipates has appeared in the birth celebrated by the church at 
Christmas. The remainder of Matthew’s gospel and Luke’s gospel 
are attempts to sketch out the particulars of Christianity’s 
understanding of the Messiah. 
 If we internalize the entirety of Matthew’s narrative about 
Herod, we get a clue as to how what is celebrated at Christmas is 
developed in us. We have been describing the birth celebrated at 

Christmas as that of a mind that comes alive in us, a mind that does 
not moralize on us but appreciates and welcomes whatever and 
whoever we are. The appearance of that mind will threaten what 
Herod represents in our personality. The name Herod means 
Heroic, which is a good way to characterize the component of our 
personality we would call our “Ego.” Our Ego is a function of our 
personality that is tasked with working out a way to live by 
balancing what we were taught as children, the pressures of our 
environment, and our own needs as a person. Given all the 
pressures it faces, our Ego strives to make us the best person it can 
imagine. Our Ego depends on a moralizing mind to help it figure out 
what is the right way to live and what is the wrong way to live, to 
help it figure out what about us is to be embraced and what is to be 
avoided and ignored. The appearance in us of a mind that does not 
moralize is threatening to the task our ego has to accomplish. I can 
imagine that there is an element of our personality that is wise 
enough to grasp the value of a mind that does not moralize (the 
three wise men), and I can understand that our threatened Ego is 
shrewd enough to calculate how to disable or destroy a mind that 
does not moralize (the narrative about Herod negotiating with the 
wise men about the location of the child). What is described in 
Matthew’s narrative occurs in us: Our Ego gets threatened enough 
to become enraged and kill off whatever it can to eradicate the 
mind that will not moralize, and that mind is kept safe by being 
hidden (the narrative about fleeing to Egypt) until it is safe enough 
to appear again (the narrative about the return to Nazareth). Of 
course, I am now creating a story to illustrate a point in a similar 
way to what Matthew did, the point being that the non-moralizing 
mind whose coming to life in us we celebrate at Christmas somehow 
remains safe enough to survive our Ego’s being threatened, and 
then is manifest in our life. It appears in our adult life as the 
experience of our not being judged for something that our Ego 
judges, and it teaches us not to fear something about ourselves our 
Ego learned to distrust and avoid. The word “epiphany” means 
“appearing” or “manifesting,” and at Epiphany we celebrate the 
manifesting and appearing of this mind that does not moralize on 
what we judge. In the Ordinary Time following Epiphany, we live 



with this non-moralizing mind and it teaches us how to live with 
and value something about our life we were taught to shun. 
   +   +   + 
 With Epiphany we come to the end of the First Cycle of the 
Church Year and enter into a period of Ordinary Time. That is, we 
come to a time when we explore what has surfaced in our 
awareness during the time in life we designate as the Seasons of 
Advent and Christmas. The First Cycle of the Church Year describes 
what God does to introduce into our awareness a component of 
our personality which we generally ignore or dismiss yet for 
different reasons now need to own and embrace. In the time 
known as Advent, a thought or feeling intrudes into our awareness 
which we believe does not belong and we find ourselves unable to 
remove it from our awareness; we suffer the loss of our feeling at 
home in the normal life we live and spend some time trying to 
recover the sense of ease that has been lost; we fail to do so; and 
in the middle of that failure the insight is given to us that this is not 
a condition that needs to be corrected, but is a pregnancy that 
needs to be cared for until it brings to life what will repair the loss 
of ease. In the time known as Christmas, a different mind comes to 
life in us which does not judge us for being in the situation in which 
we find ourselves; we begin to feel sympathy for our loss and 
appreciated for our difficulties in not being able to live as we have. 
Epiphany marks the appearance of this mind in our normal adult 
life—we begin to live our ordinary life with both the loss that has 
been sustained in the time of Advent and the mind that has begun 
to operate during the time of Christmas, and we slowly are guided 
in exploring how to live with the feelings and thoughts that 
appeared and we could not make go away. This is Ordinary Time 
following Epiphany. 

[Jim Robie, 1-4-19, The Day of Epiphany, Cycle C, Matthew 2:1-12 (13-23)] 


